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T he M odern iza tion  o f H isto ric  
G ran t Field at Bobby D odd 
S tadium
BY C H A D  SEIFRIED  AN D  T IM O T H Y  K E L L ISO N
In  2 018 , th e  G eorg ia In s titu te  o f  T echnology  a n n o u n c e d  a five-year p lan  an d  
$125 m illio n  cap ita l cam paign  to  im p ro v e  th e  stad iu m  ex p erien ce  fo r  fo o tb a ll 
a tten d ees, s tu d en t-a th le te s , a n d  T ech a th letics p e rso n n e l at B obby D o d d  S tad ium . 
C o n s id e red  “o n e  o f  the  g reatest settings in  all o f  college fo o tb a ll,” th e  p la n n e d  
en h an cem en ts  fo r  Bobby D o d d  S ta d iu m ’s spec ta to rs  a im ed  to  im prove p re m iu m  
seating , ce llu la r an d  W i-F i service, ex p an d  ta ilgating  space, an d  e n r ic h  areas 
associa ted  w ith  concessions, re ta il, an d  in g ress/eg ress .1 For s tu d e n t-a th le te s , Tech 
w ill sp en d  $4-5  m illio n  to  tra n s fo rm  th e  stad iu m  in to  a m o d e rn  facility  th ro u g h  
locker ro o m  im p ro v em en ts  th a t w ill fea tu re  a h y d ra tio n  s ta tio n , h y d ro th e rap y  area, 
advanced  au d io -v id eo  system s, an d  in creased  show er an d  re s tro o m  sizes. In sid e  
th e  lockers, Tech w ill add  v e n tila tio n  systems an d  charg ing  s ta tions “fo r  s tu d e n t-  
a th le tes’ m o b ile  p h o n es , tab lets, an d  lap to p  c o m p u te rs .”2 Finally, T ech a im ed  to 
ren o v ate  th e  n o rth e a s t c o rn e r  o f  th e  stad iu m , m o re  specifically, the  A r th u r  B. Edge 
J r .  C e n te r  (h e ad q u arte rs  fo r  G eorg ia T ech ’s a th le tic  d e p a rtm e n t)  to  im prove the 
w orkspace fo r  em ployees, increase  efficiency, an d  m ake th a t w orkplace a sym bol o f 
“excellence an d  in n o v a tio n .”3 T h e  d irec to r o f  a th letics, T odd  S tansbury, a rgued  the 
im p e n d in g  changes w ere necessary because “We are co m m itted  to  m aking  it [the 
stad ium ] b e tte r  so th a t new  g en e ra tio n s  o f  fans an d  s tu d en t-a th le te s  can co n tin u e  
to  en joy  a f irs t- ra te  gam eday experiences fo r  years to  co m e.”4
T h e  d esire  by Tech to  u p g rad e  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  an d  th e  overall ex p e rien ce  
fo r  a tten d ees , s tu d e n t-a th le te s , an d  a th le tics  p e rso n n e l is n o t u n u su a l o r  on ly  
em erg en t in  re c e n t m em ory . G eorg ia  T ech regu la rly  ren o v a ted  th e  s tad iu m , like
In te r io r  view o f  enclosed  B obby D odd  S tad ium  at G ra n t F ield , circa 1 980 . Courtesy o f  Georgia Tech 
Archives and Special Collections ( Georgia Tech History Digital Portal).
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m any n a tio n a l an d  reg io n a l p ee rs  in  th e  N a tio n a l C o lleg ia te  A th le tic  A sso cia tio n  
(N CA A ) D iv is io n  I-F o o tb a ll Bowl S u b d iv is io n  (FB S), to  su p p o r t  g row ing  
in te re s t  in  fo o tb a ll, im p ro v e  the  spectacle, an d  p ro v id e  b e t te r  co m fo rt fo r  various 
s takeho lders like sp ec ta to rs , p layers, coaches, m ed ia , a lu m n i, an d  d o n o rs . T h e  
social h is to r ia n  B rian  Ing rassia  argues th a t such  m o d e rn iz a tio n  activities p ro v id ed  
o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  “w e ll- in te n tio n e d  p rogressives” to  m ake fo o tb a ll “p e rm a n e n t” 
th ro u g h  th e  c rea tio n  o f  a th le tic  d e p a rtm en ts  an d  specia lized  a th le tic -re la te d  
jo b s . M oreover, th e  m o d e rn iz a tio n  o f  fo o tb a ll as a co m m erc ia l activity a n d  the  
e s tab lish m en t o f  a p e rm a n e n t fo o tb a ll s tad iu m  leg itim ized  m any  schools because 
they  h e lp ed  to  g en e ra te  e n ro llm e n ts , a lu m n i c o n n e c tio n s  a n d  gifts, an d  re v en u es .5
In te restin g ly , th e  c o n s tru c tio n  an d  ren o v a tio n  h is to ry  o f  G ra n t F ie ld  at B obby 
D o d d  S tad iu m  is n o t w e ll-d ev elo p ed  d esp ite  th e  fact th a t it is th e  o ldest venue 
in  th e  D iv is io n  I-F B S . T h e  p re se n t study p ro v id es  a desc rip tive  h is to ry  o f  the  
m o d e rn iz a tio n  o f  m id to w n  A tla n ta ’s fo o tb a ll stadia fro m  1898 to  2017 th ro u g h  a 
review  o f  th e  c ritica l agents, in n o v a tio n s , a n d  events co n n e c ted  w ith  th e  fin an c in g , 
c o n s tru c tio n , an d  su b seq u e n t ren o v a tio n s. S im ila r to  stad iu m s o n  o th e r  u n iv ers ity  
cam puses, G ra n t F ie ld  at B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  co n firm e d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f 
college fo o tb a ll as a p e rm a n e n t u n iv ers ity  activity  th a t evolved fro m  a m en ag erie  o f  
activ ities invo lv ing  various s takeho lders, b o th  in s id e  an d  o u ts id e  o f  th e  un iversity . 
G ra n t F ie ld  at B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  ren o v a tio n s  also in c lu d e d  n u m e ro u s  
in n o v a tio n s  to  ex p lo it co n su m er an d  m edia p re fe ren ces  fo r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f 
b e t te r  p ro d u c ts  an d  services. O verall, th e  c o n s tru c tio n  an d  re n o v a tio n  o f  G ra n t 
F ie ld  at B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  crea ted  an  a tm o sp h ere  o f  in s titu tio n a l leg itim acy fo r 
th e  u n iv ers ity  to  h e lp  it com pete  w ith  o th e r  schools, b o th  o n  th e  fo o tb a ll fie ld  an d  
fo r  en ro lle d  s tu d en ts . F u rth e rm o re , G eorg ia  T ech ’s h is to ry  o f  im p ro v em en ts  to 
G ra n t F ie ld  at B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  is im p o r ta n t  to  recogn ize  because it reflects 
th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s effo rts to  leverage its p o p u la r  fo o tb a ll p ro g ram  to  a ttrac t su p p o rt 
f ro m  a lu m n i, d o n o rs , an d  fans.
B efore th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  G ra n t F ie ld  in  1913, G eorg ia  T ech s tu d en ts  created  
a th le tic  an d  class co m p e titio n s  in  A tlan ta  sh o rtly  a f te r  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  In s titu te  
in  1888. Like m any  n o r th e r n  in s titu tio n s , the  ea rlies t T ech fo o tb a ll gam es 
w ere s tu d e n t-o rg a n iz e d  an d  n o n -c o m m e rc ia l ( i .e .,  n o  p a id  coach, co m p e titio n  
schedu le , o r  e n c lo se d /c o n tro lle d  facility ). Yet co m m erc ia l an d  social in te re sts  
reg a rd in g  fo o tb a ll quickly  em erg ed  fo r  T ech once th e  p o p u la r ity  o f  th e  sp o rt 
grew  o n  cam pus an d  w ith in  A tlan ta , the  largest city in  G eorg ia . E v idence o f  th is
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p o in t  is s tro n g , as the  G eorg ia  state leg is la tu re  shaped  T ech to  fo llow  o th e r  e lite  
po ly tech n ic  in s titu tio n s  (e .g ., M assachusetts In s ti tu te  o f  Technology, S tevens 
In s ti tu te  o f  T echnology, an d  W orcester P o ly techn ic  In s titu te )  in  th e ir  d esire  to  n o t 
on ly  p ro d u c e  p ro d u c ts  capable o f  g e n e ra tin g  rev en u e  fo r  th e  In s titu te , b u t also 
to  p ro v id e  activ ities th a t socialized  s tu d e n ts .5 Several n o r th e rn  schools advanced  
fo o tb a ll com m ercia lly  once they rea lized  the  capacity o f gam es “to a ttra c t gate 
rece ip ts , re c o n n e c t w ith  a lu m n i, an d  re c ru it  s tu d e n ts .” T h e  p ress also b o o sted  
co n fid en ce  in  th e  com m erc ia l p o te n tia l o f  fo o tb a ll fo r  T ech an d  o th e r  schools.
F or in s tan ce , daily new spapers an d  p o p u la r  m agazines like H a r p e r ’s W eekly  f req u en tly  
re p o r te d  o n  fo o tb a ll gam es because they  view ed th em  as sign ifican t social 
h ap p e n in g s . Im p o r ta n t co m m u n ity  lead ers , b u s in e ssm en —an d  in  som e in stan ces 
local ce leb ritie s  w ho to o k  an  in te re s t in  fo o tb a ll—also h e lp ed  in crease  re ad e rsh ip  
an d  the  p o te n tia l  status o f  an  in s t i tu t io n .7
T h e  ea rlies t o rg an ized  gam es fo r  G eorg ia  T ech against o th e r  schools w ere p layed 
at local parks (e .g ., P ie d m o n t an d  B risb an e) lo ca ted  in  A tlan ta  an d  u n d e r  the  
d ire c tio n  o f  schoo l p ro fesso rs , to w n sp eo p le , o r  o n e  o f  the  p layers. N otably , an d  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  T ech ’s re c o g n itio n  o f  fo o tb a ll as a p ro sp ec tiv e  com m erc ia l 
p ro d u c t, th e  In s t i tu tio n  so u g h t m em b ersh ip  in  the  S o u th e rn  In te r-co lleg ia te  
A th le tic  A sso cia tio n  (SLAA) to  im p ro v e  th e  a ttractiveness o f  fo o tb a ll an d  the  
in s t i tu t io n ’s leg itim acy  th ro u g h  assoc ia tion  w ith  o th e r  schools. F o rm ed  in  1894 
fo r  “th e  d ev e lo p m en t an d  p u rif ic a tio n  o f  college a th le tics th ro u g h o u t th e  S o u th ,” 
th e  SLAA crea ted  s tan d a rd ized  ru les , es tab lish ed  e lig ib ility  c r ite r ia , an d  sp o n so red  
ch a m p io n sh ip  gam es to  sell th e  p u b lic . F u r th e rm o re , jo in in g  th e  SIAA was 
attractive  because it h e lp ed  address b ro a d e r  n a tio n a l an d  reg io n a l co n ce rn s  ab o u t 
th e  b ru ta lity  o f  fo o tb a ll. In  p a r tic u la r , th e  SIAA reco g n ized  th a t mass plays ( i . e . , 
flying wedge) w ere ru in in g  fo o tb a ll v iew ing an d  th u s, it  es tab lish ed  ru les  an d  
e lig ib ility  c r ite r ia  to  in crease  p layer safety.8
To cap tu re  m o re  revenues b ey o n d  the  p o te n tia l  o f  local parks as an  SIAA m em b er, 
in  1898 T ech leased an  area in  P ie d m o n t P ark  fo r  two years a fte r the  p ark  
a n n o u n c e d  p lans to  b u ild  a new  a th le tic  fie ld . S hortly  a fte r the  lease ex p ired , 
G eorg ia  Tech p re s id e n t Lym an H all u sed  a convict lab o r fo rce  p ro v id ed  by 
F u lto n  C o u n ty  to  c lear an  area n ea r Fow ler S tree t ( “T h e  F la ts”) fo r  th e  sim ple  
fu tu re  h o m e  o f  G eorg ia T ech a th le tic  co m p e titio n s  in  1901. A  year la ter, d raw ing  
in s tru c to r  F ran k  T u rn e r  (class o f  1899) an d  E ng lish  p ro fe sso r K e n n e th  G . 
M ath eso n  suggested to  T ech a d m in is tra to rs  th a t th e  schoo l n eed ed  to  invest m o re
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in  fo o tb a ll an d  “T h e  F la ts” a th le tic  space i f  th e  u n iv ers ity  w an ted  to  be taken  as 
a se rio u s colleg iate  fo o tb a ll p ro g ram  an d  as an  SIAA in s t i tu t io n . To th a t en d , 
T u rn e r  h ea d ed  a co m m ittee  th a t sough t app roval an d  fin an c ia l assistance fro m  
th e  Tech a d m in is tra tio n  to  h ire  a p ro fess io n a l fo o tb a ll coach. D u rin g  1903,  
the  fo o tb a ll im p ro v em en t co m m ittee  p re se n te d  to  Tech a d m in is tra to rs , faculty, 
an d  s tu d en ts  th e ir  re co m m e n d a tio n  to  h ire  J o h n  H e ism an . J o h n  H e ism an  was 
reco g n ized  as o n e  o f  th e  best coaches o f  A m erican  fo o tb a ll fo llow ing  successful 
coach ing  s tin ts  at A k ro n , A u b u rn , an d  C lem so n . A fte r a H e ism a n -le d  C lem so n  
team  d efea ted  G eorg ia  T ech 73_0  i n  ^90 3 > T u rn e r ’s search  co m m ittee  c rea ted  a 
fu n d  to  h ire  h im . T h e  fu n d ra is in g  effo rt g en e ra ted  $ 1 , 3 0 0  fro m  faculty, $ 2 , 2 0 0  
fro m  th e  s tu d e n t body, a n d  eventually  co m p elled  P re s id e n t H a ll to  o ffer H e ism an  
an  a n n u a l salary o f  $ 2 ,2 5 0  p lus 3 0  p e rc e n t o f  th e  n e t gate receip ts  o f  all baseball 
an d  fo o tb a ll gam es in  exchange fo r  coach ing  b o th  s p o r ts .9
To en h an ce  his ea rn in g s, d u rin g  co n trac t n eg o tia tio n s H e ism an  dec ided  it was 
necessary to  re q u ire  G eorg ia Tech to  b u ild  a p e rm a n e n t a th le tic  field  o p en  to  all 
s tu d en ts , and  fo r the  varsity foo tball team  to co n tro l access to  the facility th ro u g h  
crea ting  tem p o ra ry  fen c in g  to  enclose th e  g ro u n d s . To facilita te  a p la n n e d  ath le tic  
facility, th e  G eorg ia Tech A th le tic  A ssocia tion  signed  a co n trac t w ith  th e  E .C . Peters 
L and  C o m pany  fo r a seven-year lease in  1 904 , w ith  an  o p tio n  to  buy  lan d  n ea r “T h e  
F lats” an d  N o rth  A venue. In  the  co n trac t, the  G eorg ia Tech A th le tic  A ssocia tion  
agreed to  pay the  lease th ro u g h  gate receip ts fro m  all gam es played on  the  field . 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , the  lan d  was in  p o o r  shape, un leveled  and  u n tam ed ; rabb its  and  
snakes in h a b itin g  the  area o ften  re su lted  in  stoppages o f  practices an d  gam es.
In  resp o n se , in  1905 H e ism an  conv inced  F u lto n  C o u n ty  to  offer th ree  h u n d re d  
convicts to  he lp  level th e  field  an d  clear it o f  rocks, tree  stum ps, and  w ild life so that 
the lo ca tio n  cou ld  be used  to  its fu ll p o ten tia l. Tech officials w ere co n fid en t the  area 
w ould  “m ake the best in  the S o u th . T h e  field  is far below  the  stree t, an d  slop ing  
h ills  o n  every side w ould  affo rd  a fine place fo r  all the seats n e e d e d .”10
In  a d d itio n  to  p r is o n  lab o r, s tu d en ts  an d  faculty  also h e lp ed  tra n s fo rm  “T h e  
F la ts” in to  a s e m i-p e rm a n e n t facility. Specifically, “T h e  F la ts” w ere “conceived  
an d  d esig n ed  by L azarus A llen  an d  S id Mays” an d  s tu d e n t w orkshop  classes w ere 
u sed  to  b u ild  a five h u n d re d -s e a t  w o o d en  g ra n d s ta n d  an d  fences th a t ra n  alongside  
N o r th  A venue, an d  W illiam s a n d  Fow ler stree ts . T h e  s id e lin e  fences w ere d esig n ed  
tall an d  firm  to p re v en t u n p a id  spec ta to rs  fro m  receiv ing  o r  c rea tin g  th e ir  own 
view. In te restin g ly , r a th e r  th a n  d estro y  th e  oak trees  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  field , the
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P riso n ers  m oving d ir t  fo r  the  co n stru c tio n  o f  G ran t F ield  in  the early 1900s, as arm ed  m en  guard  
them . Courtesy o f  Georgia Tech Archives and Special Collections (Georgia Tech History Digital Portal).
s tu d en ts  b u ilt  a ro u n d  th e  trees, p ro m p tin g  som e to  clim b th em  fo r  a free  view. 
T h e re  w ere n o  am en ities  such  as concessions an d  re s tro o m s at “T h e  F la ts” ; th u s, 
T ech players show ered  at K now les D o rm ito ry  an d  v is itin g  team s d ressed  at th e ir  
h o te ls . G ro w in g  in te re s t  in  fo o tb a ll co in c id ed  w ith  th e  te a m ’s co n sis ten tly  s tro n g  
p e rfo rm an c es . F or in s tan ce , b e tw een  1 9 0 4  (H e ism an ’s f irs t season) an d  1911,
T ech d id  n o t have a lo s in g  season, am assing  a re co rd  o f  fo rty -sev en  w ins, e ig h teen  
losses, an d  fo u r  ties. S till, th e  lack o f  am en ities  an d  T ech ’s b u rg e o n in g  p o p u la rity  
fo rced  Tech to  leave “T h e  F la ts .” F ro m  1908  th ro u g h  1911, T ech played at th e  
new  p ro fe ss io n a l baseball facility, Ponce de L eo n  P ark  because o f  its su p e r io r  
acco m m o d atio n s (g ran d s tan d  sea ting  an d  s tree tca r access), eigh t th o u sa n d -se a t 
capacity, an d  rem arkab ly  low  re n t  o f  $150 p e r  y ea r.11
In  1912, G eorg ia  T ech m oved back to  cam pus a fte r th e  A tlan ta  B aseball A sso c ia tio n  
sough t to  in crease  T ech ’s re n t  at P once de L eo n  P ark  to  I O p e rc e n t o f  th e  gate 
rece ip ts . Luckily, th e  P eters L an d  C o m p an y  sold  th re e  acres co n n e c ted  to  “T h e  
F la ts” at a d isco u n ted  $ 3 ,0 0 0  p rice  (h a lf  th e  ap p ra ised  value) an d  la te r  d o n a ted  
a n o th e r  fo u r  acres to  T ech in  1913 to  h e lp  in itia te  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a new  o n -  
cam pus facility. N otably , th is  fo llow ed ac tio n  by th e  G eorg ia  G en era l A ssem bly
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in  1 906 , w hich  p ro v id ed  $17,50 0  to  he lp  Tech en large the  cam pus a ro u n d  
“T h e  F la ts” area. Lastly, it  sh o u ld  be n o te d  G eorg ia  T ech  p re s id e n t K e n n e th  G. 
M ath eso n  led  a fu n d ra is in g  cam paign  to  p u rch ase  ad d itio n a l space to  im p ro v e  th e  
quality  o f  the  new  field  so th a t leav ing  P once de L eo n  P ark  w ou ld  be com m ercia lly  
viable. T arg e tin g  local A tlan ta  b u sin ess  lead ers , fo u r  m o re  acres w ere secu red , the  
space au to m o b ile  p a rk in g  an d  th e  new  fo o tb a ll, baseball, an d  track  com plex  w ould  
u ltim ate ly  occupy G ra n t F ie ld .12
B anker, m e rc h an t, a n d  real estate d ev e lo p e r J o h n  W. G ra n t m ade a $ 1 3 ,0 0 0  gift 
to  G eorg ia  T ech  in  1913 to  b eg in  the  b u ild in g  o f  a p e rm a n e n t steel, co n c re te , an d  
w ood a th le tic  facility  o n -c am p u s . In  a n n o u n c in g  th e  g ift to  th e  p u b lic , P re s id en t 
M ath eso n  sta ted  G ra n t “becam e im p ressed  w ith  the  v ital im p o rta n c e  o f  h ea lth fu l 
exercise fo r  s tu d en ts ... M r. G ra n t was n o t p r im a rily  in te re s te d  in  an  a th le tic  
fie ld  solely fo r  the  tra in in g  o f  a th le tic  team s, b u t a fie ld  o f  su ffic ien t d im en sio n s  
an d  e q u ip m e n t...  fo r  every s tu d e n t in  th e  co llege .” In  h is s ta tem en t, P re s id en t 
M ath eso n  also d isclosed  m o re  details: “he [G ran t] w ishes firs t fo r  th e  fie ld  itse lf  
to  be  p u t  in  firs t-c lass c o n d itio n  by in s ta llin g  c in d e r  track , fo o tb a ll g r id iro n s , 
baseball d iam o n d s  an d  te n n is  co u rts ; an d  afte rw ards th a t th e  m a tte r  o f  g ran d stan d s  
an d  fen c in g  be  co n s id e re d .”13
T h e  H u g h  In m a n  G ra n t F ie ld  was designed  by C harles Leavitt o f  N ew  Y ork 
an d  n am ed  in  h o n o r  o f  J o h n  W. G ra n t an d  his wife A n n ie ’s deceased son . T h e  
re c ru itm e n t o f  Leavitt was w ell-rece ived  by H e ism an , G ra n t, an d  Tech because he 
was a w ell-know n  civil en g in ee r, city p lan n e r , an d  landscape arch itec t. L eav itt’s 
p rev ious w ork  in c lu d ed  d esign ing  Forbes F ield fo r  B arney  D reyfous in  1 909 , 
a n o th e r  re in fo rce d  concre te  an d  steel sp o rt facility  th a t h o s ted  b o th  baseball (the 
P ittsb u rg h  P irates) an d  foo tball (U niversity  o f  P ittsb u rg h ). U nlike  Forbes F ield, 
G ra n t F ie ld  em erged  in  stages. T h e  firs t stage—the west s tands—was co n stru c ted  
u sin g  fu n d s  fro m  the  G ra n t gift, an d  was b u ilt  w ith  th e  he lp  o f  b o th  th e  s tu d en t 
body an d  two h u n d re d  F u lto n  C o u n ty  convicts who re p re sen te d  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  w o rth  
o f  lab o r. T h e  in itia l west stands re q u ired  a sign ifican t a m o u n t o f  b lastin g  to  help  
reshape the  lan d , an d  seated fifty-six  h u n d re d . A  year la ter, a n o th e r  fifty-six  
h u n d re d  co n c re te  seats w ere added  to  the  west stands th ro u g h  a new  gift o f  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  
fro m  J o h n  W. an d  A n n ie  G ra n t. O verall, these gifts created  an  a th le tic  com plex 
th a t in c o rp o ra te d  a q u a r te r-m ile  ru n n in g  track, pathways fo r 2 2 0 -y a rd  sp rin ts , two 
baseball d iam o n d s, two foo tball fields, an d  te n n is  cou rts , w hich, acco rd ing  to  the  
Georgia Tech Bulletin, m ade G ra n t F ield  “th e  finest A th le tic  F ield  in  the S o u th .”14
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T h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  G ra n t F ield  was w e ll- tim ed  because th e  J o h n  H e ism an  era 
(1 9 0 4 -1 9 1 9 ) was m ark ed  by co n sid e rab le  g row th  in  b o th  th e  quality  o f  th e  foo tball 
p ro d u c t an d  G eorg ia  T ech m o re  generally . For in s tan ce , in  H e ism an ’s firs t season 
as h ead  coach, to ta l e n ro llm e n t at T ech was ab o u t five h u n d re d , b u t fifteen  
years la ter, e n ro llm e n t su rp assed  tw enty-five h u n d re d ; th is  in c rease  in  a lu m n i 
led  to  a c o r re sp o n d in g  in crease  in  sea ting  req u ests . T h e  fo o tb a ll team  enjoyed  
u n p re c e d e n te d  success, w ith  consecutive u n d e fea ted  seasons fro m  1915-18, 
w in n in g  SIAA ch am p io n sh ip s  in  1916, 1917, an d  1918, a n d  receiv ing  re c o g n itio n  
as th e  n a tio n a l ch am p io n s  fo r  1917. C o m b in e d  w ith  T ech ’s lo ca tio n  in  m e tro  
A tlan ta , th e  T ech facility  becam e a p o p u la r  d e s tin a tio n  fo r  v is itin g  colleges an d  
u n iv e rs itie s . In  the  i g i O s ,  th is  m ean t h o m e fo o tb a ll gam es w ere h e ld  nearly  every 
w eekend  b etw een  O c to b e r  an d  N ovem ber. T h is  in c lu d e d  a n n u a l visits f ro m  rivals 
like A u b u rn , C lem so n , a n d  G eorg ia  w ho gave u p  h o m e  gam es to  play in  A tlan ta  
an d  th e  S o u th ’s fin est s ta d iu m .15
D u rin g  th e  ig 2 0 s ,  college fo o tb a ll ex p e rien ced  a “g o ld en  age” as co n su m erism  
c o m b in ed  w ith  new  co m m u n ica tio n s  an d  c o n s tru c tio n  techno logy  to  tra n s fo rm  
th e  sp o rt in to  a hugely  p o p u la r  cu ltu ra l spectacle. A cco rd in g  to  th e  h is to r ia n
T his  p h o to  depicts th e  G eorgia Tech ath letic  field an d  its east stand, circa 1913. A  football goal post 
is visible, as is a scoreboard  b ea rin g  the  C oca-C ola tradem ark . T he  stand  is roo fed  and  appears to  be 
w ooden . Courtesy of Georgia Tech Archives and Special Collections (Georgia Tech History Digital Portal).
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R aym ond  S ch m id t, th e  en th u s ia sm  fo r  college fo o tb a ll “was be lieved  to  have 
an  e s tim ated  d raw ing  p ow er o f  $ 5 0  m ill io n  a year, w ith  well over 5 0  p e rc e n t 
o f  th a t re p re s e n tin g  p ro f it .” B rian  Ing rassia  asserts th a t th e  spectacle o f  college 
fo o tb a ll an d  th e  c o n c o m itan t su b s tan tia l co m m erc ia l in te re s ts  advanced  m ain ly  
th ro u g h  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  m assive co n c re te  cam pus stad ia  th a t o ffered  real 
am en ities  like re s tro o m s an d  co n cessio n  stands th a t w o o d en  s tru c tu re s  w ere 
u n ab le  to  acco m m o d ate . N o t su rp ris in g ly , fo r ty -n in e  new  co n cre te  stad iu m s w ere 
co n s tru c te d  an d  sea ting  capacity t r ip le d  d u r in g  th e  ig 2 0 s .  G eorg ia  T ech jo in e d  its 
p ee rs  by u p g ra d in g  an d  ex p an d in g  G ra n t F ie ld .16
In  th e  S o u th , ro ad s fo r  au to m o b ile s  w ere co n s tru c te d  an d  ex p an d ed  an d  the  
n u m b e r  o f  ra il  lin es  in c reased  to  h e lp  lin k  schools to  large p o p u la tio n  cen te rs  
like A tlan ta , w hich  was a m a jo r h u b  fo r  in d u s try  th a t en joyed  a “b u rg e o n in g  
p o p u la t io n ” capable o f  su s ta in in g  a “m o d e rn  sp o rt c u ltu re .”17 S o u th e rn  schools 
b en e fited  because th e  im p ro v ed  tra n s p o r ta t io n  n e tw o rk  re d u ced  the  cost to  travel 
to  gam es, su b seq u en tly  in c re as in g  gate rece ip ts  fo r  b o th  p a r tic ip a n ts .18
T h e  ab ility  to  b r in g  m o re  p eo p le  to  tow ns an d  cities also p ro m p te d  efforts by m any 
so u th e rn e rs  to  seek o u t o p p o rtu n itie s  to  d em o n stra te  th e ir  m o d ern ity . For exam ple, 
sp o rt h is to r ia n  A n d rew  Doyle argues th a t “staging mass m arket sp o rtin g  events 
in  m o d e rn  stad ium s was a highly  visible way to  showcase th e  progressive u rb a n  
society o f  th e  2 0 th cen tu ry  S o u th .”19 T h e  sim ple w ood facilities o r  gam es o rgan ized  
in  “ro p e d -o f f  p o rtio n s  o f  college cam puses an d  city parks” w ere u n attrac tiv e  to 
p o te n tia l n o r th e rn  an d  m id w este rn  o p p o n en ts  because these venues cou ld  n o t 
g en e ra te  suffic ien t revenue. To address th is s itu a tio n , civic leaders, un iversity  
officials, an d  local bo o sters  sough t to  finance new  o n  o r  o ff-cam pus stadia because 
they  w ere “g ilt-ed g ed  business p ro p o s it io n s .”20 Exam ples o f  th is  activity in  the  
S o u th  o ccu rred  in  B irm in g h am , AL, C o lu m b u s, GA, D allas, TX , Jackson , MS, 
Jacksonv ille , FL, M em phis, T N , M ontgom ery , AL, an d  O klahom a City, O K .21
For un iv ers itie s , a foo tball s tad ium  served as the  “m ost visible ico n  o f  civic p rogress 
even at th e  apogee o f th e  m ach in e  age” because it cou ld  com m unica te  th a t a school 
was progressive o r  u p - to -d a te  technologically . T h is  was critica l fo r  so u th e rn  
u n iv ers itie s  like Tech to  help  th em  a ttrac t m ore  s tuden ts  an d  p ro m in e n t  so u th e rn  o r 
n o r th e rn  schools to  fill th e ir  g row ing  stadia. T h is  m o d e rn , p rogressive im age also 
h e lp ed  Tech gain  an  in v ita tio n  to  jo in  th e  N C A A  an d  the  S o u th e rn  C o n feren ce . 
E x p an sio n  o f  the SIAA in to  a m ix  o f  th ir ty  p u b lic  u n iversities  an d  p rivate  colleges
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p ro d u c ed  co n d itio n s  fro m  w hich the  la rg e r o r  m o re  p restig io u s fo o tba ll-p lay ing  
in s titu tio n s  sought to  separate  them selves fro m  lesser schools w ith  th e  goal o f  
en h a n c in g  each o th e r ’s gate receip ts, n a tio n a l o r  reg io n a l m ed ia  a tte n tio n , and  
su b seq u en t en ro llm en ts . T h e  S o u th e rn  C o n feren ce  fo rm e d  in  1921 to realize 
these goals, w ith  G eorg ia Tech as a ch a rte r m em ber. To su p p o rt these in itia tives 
th e  S o u th e rn  C o n fe ren ce  estab lished  a m in im u m  stad iu m  size s tan d ard  fo r  each 
m em ber. A ccordingly, b e fo re  the  en d  o f  the  decade, S o u th e rn  C o n feren ce  m em bers 
th a t b u ilt  o r  expanded  stad ium s in c lu d ed  T ennessee (S hields-W atkins F ield , 1921), 
V an d erb ilt (D udley  F ield, 1922), M aryland (Byrd S tad ium , 1923), LSU (T iger 
S tad ium , I 9 2 4 )> T u lan e  (T u lane S tad ium , 1926), V irg in ia  T ech (M iles S tad ium , 
1926), N o rth  C a ro lin a  (K e n an  S tad ium , 1927)* A labam a (D en n y  S tad ium , 1929), 
D uke (D uke S tad ium , 1929), an d  G eorg ia (S an fo rd  S tad ium , 1 9 2 9 ) .22
R ealiz ing  these  facto rs an d  already  b en e fittin g  fro m  re g u la r se llou ts p ro d u c e d  by 
T ech ’s successful fo o tb a ll team s an d  o th e r  team s p lay ing  in  th e  sizeable A tlan ta  
m ark e t, in  M arch  1924 th e  G eorg ia  T ech A th le tic  A sso c ia tio n  p ro p o se d  to  ex p an d  
G ra n t F ie ld . T h e  A th le tic  A sso cia tio n  argued  ex p an sio n  was necessary  to  m axim ize 
rev en u es fro m  u p co m in g  h o m e gam es against o p p o n e n ts  like A u b u rn , F lo rid a , 
G eorg ia , A labam a, an d  N o tre  D am e. M oreover, T ech was in te re s te d  in  sch ed u lin g  
m o re  gam es w ith  b ig - tim e  in te rse c tio n a l o p p o n e n ts , an d  in  re d u c in g  costs re la ted  
to  re p la c in g  th e  w o o d en  stands ad d ed  an n u a lly  to  accom m odate  large crow ds. T h is  
p ro p o s i t io n  was n o t, how ever, o n e  w ith o u t co n tro v ersy  because the  m oney  to  be 
u sed  fo r  th e  s tad iu m  ex p an sio n  was o rig in a lly  co m m itte d  to  th e  b u ild in g  o f  a new  
gym nasium  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t body. T h e  A th le tic  A sso c ia tio n  ju s tif ie d  the  sh ift in  
ex p e n d itu re  by a rg u in g  th e  likely in c rease  in  rev en u e  w o u ld  eventually  p ro v id e  
s tu d en ts  w ith  a b e tte r  gym nasium  an d  p o ten tia lly  o th e r  cam pus b u ild in g s  in  the  
fu tu re . M any u n iv e rs itie s  m ade th e  a rg u m e n t th a t fo o tb a ll revenues can be  u sed  to  
im p ro v e  cam pus a n d  s tu d e n t p ro g ra m m in g .23
To com ple te  th e  s tru c tu ra l ad d itio n s , several arch itec ts  an d  en g in ee rs  p a r tic ip a te d  
in  the  p ro jec t such as G riff in -H o d g es  C o n s tru c tio n  C om pany, A .K . A dam s 
C o n s tru c tio n , an d  R o b ert an d  C om pany, who all no tab ly  em ployed  Tech 
g raduates like L aw rence “C h ip ” R oberts , Jesse M. S h e lto n , M cQ u een  A u ld , an d  
C h e rry  E m erso n . T h e  p ro p o se d  p la n  o cc u rre d  over two stages, w hich  u ltim ate ly  
red ev e lo p ed  G ra n t F ie ld  in to  a U -sh a p ed  facility  fo r  ro u g h ly  $ 1 0 5 ,4 8 0 .  T h e  firs t 
stage, in  I 9 2 4 > involved  b u ild in g  twelve th o u san d  new  seats o n  th e  east side o f  the  
stad iu m  an d  ad d in g  a n o th e r  eigh t th o u san d  seats to  th e  west stands. To facilita te
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the  new  c o n s tru c tio n , the  track  was m oved ten  yards tow ard  th e  n o r th  en d  zone 
an d  h ig h e r -p r ic e d  box  seats w ere b u ilt  at the  bases o f  b o th  the east an d  w est stands 
in  1924- T h e  second  stage re q u ire d  th e  e rec tio n  o f  new  stands sea ting  eleven 
th o u sa n d  in  th e  so u th  e n d  zone an d  sh iftin g  o f  th e  fie ld  again , th is  tim e  to  the  
so u th  by fifteen  yards. W ith  the  p o te n tia l to  add  tem p o ra ry  sea ting  to  th e  n o r th  en d  
zone, G eorg ia  T ech c laim ed  th e  th ir ty -s ix - th o u sa n d -se a t G ra n t F ie ld  w ou ld  seat 
fo rty -five  th o u sa n d  a n d  co u ld  be  p a id  o ff  f ro m  fu tu re  gate re c e ip ts .24
W ith in  th e  s tad iu m  in n a rd s , th e  east s tands p ro v id ed  coaches offices, a th le tic  
t ra in in g  space, an d  d ressin g  ro o m s fo r  fo o tb a ll, as well as fo r  T ech track , baseball, 
an d  basketba ll team s. E lsew here, u n d e r  th e  so u th  stands, space was m ade available 
fo r  th e  b an d  an d  its e q u ip m e n t, w hile in  th e  o p en  n o r th  en d  offices w ere crea ted  
fo r  th e  a lu m n i asso c ia tio n  an d  th e  A th le tic  A sso cia tio n  b u sin ess  d e p a rtm e n t. O n  
th e  fie ld , new  p re s c r ip tio n  a th le tic  grass was also p lan ted  an d  allow ed to  grow  
w ith o u t d is ru p tio n  b e fo re  th e  1 9 2 5  season  because Tech also b u il t  p rac tice  fields to  
red u ce  th e  fu tu re  w ear an d  te a r o n  G ra n t F ie ld .25
Above th e  stands, a s ix ty -p erso n  p ress box  was estab lished  fo r  the  p r in t  a n d  rad io  
m ed ia  th a t was ce leb rated  because it p ro v id ed  “p riv a te  te lep h o n e  lin es  to  the 
various new spapers, ru n n in g  w ater, lavato ries” an d  was “w e ll-v e n tila te d .. .to  affo rd  
th e  p re ss -m e n  co m fo rt an d  co n v en ien ce .” F acilita ting  the  “g o ld en  age” o f  sp o rt 
in  A m erica  an d  college fo o tb a ll as a social in s titu tio n , rad io  b roadcasts  allow ed 
sp o rt p ro d u c ts  to  be p re se n te d  to  rem o te  aud iences, th u s ex p an d in g  th e  n u m b e r 
o f  p o te n tia l a tten d ees an d  the  po ssib ility  o f  develop ing  a fan  n a tio n  fo r  th e  team  
an d  u n iv ers ity .26 A t G eorg ia Tech, W G ST  b ro ad casted  gam es d irec tly  fro m  the  new  
press box  th o u g h  a so u n d p ro o f  b o o th . A lo n g  w ith  o n -f ie ld  m ic ro p h o n e s , play- 
by-p lay  an d  so u n d s o f  the  gam e cou ld  be  sen t o u t so th a t rem o te  spec ta to rs  cou ld  
receive in fo rm a tio n  an d  ex p erien ce  th e  gam e in stan tan eo u sly . O verall, The Technique  
co n c lu d ed  “the  new  stad iu m , p ro b ab ly  the  fin est in  th e  S o u th , w ill doub tless 
seat w ith  ease the  largest crow ds A tlan ta  can boast of, besides a ffo rd in g  spacious 
q u a rte rs  fo r  develop ing  A m erican  m an h o o d  physically.”27
Finally, G eorg ia  T ech m ade som e a d d itio n a l cosm etic  changes to  G ra n t F ie ld  th a t 
sh o u ld  n o t be d ism issed . For in s tan ce , th e  w o o d en  ro o f  co v erin g  th e  west s tands 
was u n safe  an d  rem o v ed  to  “h e lp  o u r  s tad iu m  fro m  b eco m in g  o bso le te  in  th e  eyes 
o f  th e  p u b lic .” T h e  west ro o f  a n d  stands w ere also u n a ttrac tiv e  because they  d id  n o t 
m atch  th e  u n co v e red  east stands; th e  c o n tra s t co m p elled  th e  rem oval o f  th e  ro o f
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G ra n t F ield  in  1929- A fte r renovations, tb e  in itia l enclosure o f  the s tad ium  stands is com plete . N ote 
th e  press boxes above th e  stands and  the  e lec tron ic  sco reboard  in  th e  so u th  stands. Courtesy o f  Georgia 
Tech Archives and Special Collections (Georgia Tech History Digital Portal).
a n d  so m e  s tu d e n ts  to  h e lp  r e p a in t  th e  s ta d iu m . T ech  also  re m o v e d  th e  w est s ta n d s ’ 
r o o f  b e c a u se  th e y  p la n n e d  f u tu re  a d d i t io n s  to  d o u b le -d e c k  b o th  th e  east a n d  w est 
s ta n d s  a n d  to  e n c lo se  th e  U -s h a p e d  fa c ility  in to  a b o w l sh a p e . T h is  was p o ss ib le  
b e c a u se  T ech  f in is h e d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  d ecad e  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  success. I n  1 9 2 7 , th e  
te a m  w e n t 8-I-I a n d  w ere  c ro w n e d  S o u th e r n  C o n fe re n c e  c o -c h a m p io n s .  A  y ea r 
la te r , th e y  f in is h e d  w ith  a n  u n d e fe a te d  10-0  s e a so n  a n d  w ere  n a m e d  c o - n a t io n a l  
c h a m p io n s  b e fo re  w in n in g  th e  19 2 8  R ose  B ow l. I n  th e  e n d , th e  w o o d e n  te m p o ra ry  
s ta n d s  in  th e  n o r t h  e n d  z o n e  b e c a m e  p e r m a n e n t  as 6 ,1 4 8  sp e c ta to rs  re g u la r ly  filled  
th e m  d u r in g  th e se  s e a s o n s .28
D e sp ite  th e  p o s itiv e  m o m e n tu m  f o r  th e  T ech  fo o tb a ll  p ro g ra m  d u r in g  th e  1 9 2 0 s , 
l i t t le  ch an g es  b e y o n d  th e  n o r th  e n d  z o n e  o c c u r re d  w ith  G r a n t  F ie ld  b e tw e e n  1925 
a n d  1935- F irs t , th e  p ro g ra m  e x p e r ie n c e d  a se rie s  o f  lo s in g  sea so n s  b e g in n in g  
in  I 929» w h ic h  g ra d u a lly  d e p re c ia te d  th e  v alue  o f  a G e o rg ia  T e c h  fo o tb a ll  tic k e t. 
S e c o n d , th e  G re a t  D e p re s s io n  g rea tly  im p a c te d  tic k e t p u rc h a s e s  a n d  su b s e q u e n tly  
tra v e l in  th e  I 9 3 ° s b ecau se  “l im its  to  in c o m e  re d u c e d  d is c re t io n a ry  s p e n d in g  o n  
g o o d s , w h ic h  s p o r t  is c la s s if ie d .” B e tw e e n  19 2 9  a n d  1 9 3 2 , th e  n a t io n a l  average 
re v e n u e  f o r  co llege  fo o tb a ll  fe ll b y  h a l f , a n d  n a t io n a l  “a t te n d a n c e  d r o p p e d  o v e r 3 0
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p e rc e n t” by 1933- S im ila r to  o th e r  in s titu tio n s , G eorg ia  T ech so ld  on ly  seventy- 
th ree  th o u sa n d  tickets fo r  193T w hich  was well sh o rt o f  th e ir  seasonal goal o f  o n e  
h u n d re d  th o u sa n d . T icke t sales re m a in e d  a m a tte r  o f  co n c e rn  th ro u g h  I9 3 4 -29
To h e lp  im p ro v e  ticket sales an d  p o ten tia lly  red u ce  travel costs, G eorg ia  Tech 
h e lp ed  fo rm  th e  S o u th e as te rn  C o n fe ren ce  (S E C ). Like w ith  th e  SIAA, the  
S o u th e rn  C o n fe ren ce  also grew  to  tw en ty -th re e  schools, an d  by 1932 several 
in s titu tio n s  w ere lo o k in g  to  fo rm  a sm alle r co n fe ren ce  w ith  m o re  reg io n a l and  
p re s tig io u s  fo o tb a ll-p lay in g  p ee rs . U n iv ersity  o f  K en tucky  p re s id e n t F ran k  McVey 
fram ed  the  goals fo r  th e  S E C ’s exclusivity by em p h asiz in g  th a t th e  new  co n fe ren ce  
h o p e d  to  develop p u b lic  a p p rec ia tio n  fo r  th e  m em b ers  th ro u g h  th e ir  sh ared  
in te re s t in  c o n tro ll in g  a th le tic  c o m p e titio n s  an d  p ro m o tin g  sp o rtsm an sh ip  as 
p a r t o f  w hat they  saw as b o th  an  ed u c a tio n a l an d  co m m erc ia l e n te rp r is e . G eorg ia  
T ech was also co n c e rn e d  ab o u t e n ro llm e n ts  an d  view ed a th le tics  as a way to  h e lp  
s tim u la te  th e  c rea tio n  o f  a la rg e r s tu d e n t b o d y  th ro u g h  a th le tic  p a r tic ip a tio n  
an d  p u b lic  aw areness ab o u t the  school d u r in g  th e  D e p ress io n . In  1 930 , T ech ’s 
e n ro llm e n t  was th ir ty -sev e n  h u n d re d , b u t by 1933 h  had  d ro p p e d  to  2 ,I2 3 -3°
In  1 9 3 5 ’ G eorg ia  T ech began  a series o f  m in o r  im p ro v em en ts  to  G ra n t F ield , 
b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  locker ro o m  areas. S uperv ised  by state a d m in is tra to r  fo r  w orks 
p ro je c t en g in e e r an d  1925 Tech g rad u ate  R o b e rt L. M acD ougall, lo ck er ro o m  
en h an cem en ts  in c lu d ed  th e  ex p an sio n  o f  th e  lo ck er ro o m s an d  th e  a d d itio n  o f  
show ers fo r  ro u g h ly  $14 ,4 3 6 - D u rin g  th e  1939 season , T ech b u il t  a new  e lec tro n ic  
sco reb o ard  in  th e  n o r th  en d  zone large en o u g h  to  h o ld  an  o p e ra to r ’s c o n tro l 
space. C o stin g  ab o u t $ 6 ,5 0 0 , th e  new  sco reb o ard  fea tu red  a d irec t te le p h o n e  
lin e  to  o n e  assistan t o n  th e  field , an d  p ro v id ed  an  u p d a ted  p u b lic  add ress system  
to  rep lace  th e  o ld e r speakers p rev iously  lo ca ted  in  th e  so u th  en d  zo n e . F o r th e  
s tu d e n t-a th le te s , th e  G eorg ia  Tech b o a rd  o f  reg en ts  also ap p ro v ed  an  $ 8 0 ,0 0 0  
a th le tic  facility  im p ro v em en t p lan  in  1 9 4 0 , w hich  in c lu d e d  th e  u p d a tin g  o f 
tra in in g  space in  G ra n t F ie ld . T h e  u p d a tes  involved  a f lu o re scen t lig h tin g  
ad d itio n , th e  c re a tio n  o f  m o re  storage space, and  ex p an sio n  o f  lo ck er ro o m s fo r  
track , baseball, an d  fen c in g  a th le te s .31
S ta rtin g  in  1 9 3 9 ’ G eorg ia  Tech began  to  p ro d u c e  a b e tte r  quality  fo o tb a ll p ro d u c t 
d u r in g  a season  th a t en d e d  w ith  an  8 -2  re c o rd  an d  an  O ra n g e  Bowl in v ita tio n . 
S ubsequen tly , P ro fe sso r A r th u r  H . A rm s tro n g  a rg u ed  “In c rea sin g  a tten d a n ce  
d u r in g  th e  past few years, p a r tic u la rly  an  in c reas in g  d em an d  fo r  season  seats has
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m ade som e increase  in  the  sea tin g  capacity adv isab le .”32 S im ila r success in  1942 
th ro u g h  1944 (tw enty-fives w ins aga inst e igh t losses an d  C o tto n , Sugar, an d  
O ra n g e  Bowl in v ita tio n s) an d  im p ro v in g  e n ro llm e n t p re d ic tio n s  (fo u r  th o u sa n d  
u n d e rg ra d u a te  an d  o n e  th o u sa n d  g rad u a te  s tu d en ts) p ro m p te d  s im ila r calls to  
p e rm a n e n tly  ex p an d  G ra n t F ie ld . In  1944- P re s id en t Blake R. V an L ee r u n v eiled  
a new  “ [$IO m illio n  en la rg em en t] p ro g ra m ...[ th a t]  w ill involve e x p e n d itu re s  in  
new  b u ild in g s .” W ith  resp ec t to  G ra n t F ie ld , T ech p la n n e d  to  en large  th e  facility  
by ad d in g  e ig h t th o u sa n d  seats to  th e  w est stands, a lo n g  w ith  “co n cessio n  stands, 
new  press boxes, an d  im p ro v ed  walkways fo r  cam e ram e n .”33 U n d e r  th e  east stands, 
T ech so u g h t to  re m o d e l lo ck er ro o m s an d  in s ta ll a new  d ra in ag e  system  fo r  the  
fie ld . T h e  to ta l cost o f  th e  p la n n e d  p ro je c t re q u ire d  ab o u t $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0 ;  p ro p o n e n ts  
sough t fu n d in g  fro m  W C S T  ra d io , th e  G eorg ia Tech A th le tic  A sso cia tio n , an d  the 
G eorg ia  state le g is la tu re .34
Like m any  in s titu tio n s , G eorg ia Tech delayed c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  new  stands 
u n t i l  1947 due  to  m ate ria l shortages caused by W orld  W ar I I .35 In  the  case o f  Tech, 
P re s id en t Van L ee r reaso n ed  th a t ex p an d in g  the  s tad iu m  was n o t as critica l as 
solving the  b u rg e o n in g  h o u sin g  crisis created  by th e  so arin g  p o st-W o rld  W ar II 
e n ro llm e n t o f  six th o u san d  s tu d en ts . T h e  revised 1947 p ro jec t, designed  by B ush- 
B row n, Gailey, a n d  H e ffe rn an  o f A tlan ta , en g in ee red  by fo rm e r G eorg ia Tech 
in s tru c to r , J .J .  P o lla rd , an d  b u ilt  by J .A . Jo n e s  C o n s tru c tio n  o f  C h arlo tte , N C , 
ad d ed  fifty-six  h u n d re d  seats to  th e  s ta d iu m ’s west side. T h e  revised $ 6 1 4 ,0 0 0  
p ro je c t in c lu d e d  th e  rep lacem en t o f  ex isting  seats w ith  cu rv ed /co n to u red  seating, 
ad d in g  sp ec ta to r ram ps to  th e  new  u p p e r  deck, im p ro v in g  ingress/egress areas, 
an d  b u ild in g  a new  s ta te -o f - th e -a r t  press box  “lin e d  w ith  acoustical m a te r ia l.”36 
O verall, A th le tic  D ire c to r W illiam  A. A lex an d er suggested th e  ren o v a tio n  o f the 
facility  “will considerab ly  b o o st G ra n t F ie ld ’s ra n k  am o n g  collegiate a th le tic  fields 
in  the  U n ite d  S ta tes.”37
R o b e rt Lee “B obby” D o d d  to o k  over th e  fo o tb a ll h ead  coach ing  jo b  at G eorgia 
T ech in  1 9 4 5 ’ a n d la te r  assum ed th e  p o s itio n  o f  a th le tic  d ire c to r  sho rtly  a fte r the 
d ea th  o f  h is p red ecesso r an d  m e n to r  W illiam  A lex an d er in  1950 . T h e  c o n s tru c tio n  
p ro je c t at G ra n t F ie ld  u n d e r  D o d d  involved re m o d e lin g  th e  a th le tic  tra in in g  
an d  lo ck er ro o m  space u n d e r  the  east s tands in  1957 fo r  ab o u t $ 1 4 ,0 0 0 . A gain , 
u n d e r  th e  g u idance  o f  a lu m n u s R o b ert L. M acD ougall, th is  m in o r  p ro je c t was 
ju s t  a p re q u e l to  m a jo r ex p an sio n  goals D o d d  h ad  fo r  G ra n t F ie ld . F or exam ple, 
c o n tin u e d  success an d  p o p u la rity  o f  Tech foo tball u n d e r  D o d d  in  1948 an d  1949 (a
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14-6  reco rd ) an d  w illingness o f  the  A th le tic  A ssocia tion  to  su p p o rt T ech ath letics 
u ltim ate ly  led  the  A th le tic  b o a rd  o f  d irec to rs  to  co m m issio n  arch itects  to  design  a 
seven th o u san d -se a t u p p e r  deck fo r  the  east side o f th e  s tad iu m . D o d d  w an ted  the  
facility  a d d itio n  to  b e  com plete  by th e  s ta rt o f  19 5 1 because th e  h o m e schedules 
fo r  th a t season (S o u th e rn  M eth o d ist, LSU , A u b u rn , D uke an d  G eorg ia) an d  1952 
(Army, V an d erb ilt, T u lan e , A labam a, A u b u rn , F lo rid a , an d  S o u th  C aro lin a ) were 
s tro n g . Yet, ju s t  as d u r in g  W orld  W ar II, th is  p ro jec t never s ta rted  because the  
K o re an  W ar b ro k e  o u t an d  m ateria ls w ere re d irec ted  to  su p p o rt th a t c am p a ig n .38
C o n tin u e d  success fro m  19 51 th ro u g h  1957 eventually  re en e rg iz ed  talk  o n  
s tad iu m  a d d itio n s  so th a t 4 .1 0 5  a ll-s tee l seats w ere added  to  th e  n o r th  en d  zone 
in  1958 fo r  ap p ro x im a te ly  $ 3 3 4 ,0 0 0 .  P re s id e n t E dw in  H a rr is o n  n o tab ly  a rg u ed  
fo r  th a t ex p an sio n  an d  p o ten tia lly  fu tu re  sea ting  a d d itio n s  because th e  g row ing  
p o p u la tio n s  o f  A tlan ta , th e  state o f  G eorg ia , an d  T ech s tu d en ts  an d  a lu m n i all 
sough t m o re  tickets. In  1962, T ech finally  ad d ed  a second  deck to  th e  east side 
o f  th e  s tad iu m  fo r  w hat was o rig in a lly  expected  to  cost $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  T h e  C ap ita l 
C o n s tru c tio n  C om pany, co -o w n ed  by G eorg ia  Tech fo o tb a ll a lu m n i, D oyle B u tle r  
an d  h is b ro th e r  Ros, w on  th e  b id  to  ex p an d  G ra n t F ie ld ’s sea tin g  capacity to 
5 3 ,0 0 0 ,  b u t specia lized  e q u ip m en t, like th e  largest cran e  in  the  w o rld  (180 feet) 
p u sh ed  th e  p rice  to  $7 5 °> 0 0 0 -39
To fu n d  the p ro jec t, the  A th le tic  A ssocia tion  sough t to  increase  revenues by selling  
season tickets fo r  th e  new  seats u n d e r  the  second  deck. As an  exam ple, Tech 
p rice d  season tickets u n d e r  th e  u p p e r  deck fo r $ 2 5 °  a n d the  eigh t h u n d re d  m id - 
field  seats in  th e  new  sec tio n  fo r  $ 2 0 0 . P re s id en t H a rr iso n  believed u s in g  ticket 
sales to  pay fo r th e  new  ad d itio n  was im p o rta n t to  Tech because th e  school was 
o p p o sed  to  u sin g  state o r  un iv ers ity  fu n d s  they  th o u g h t cou ld  b e tte r  serve academ ic 
p ro g ram m in g  an d  research  in te re sts . D o d d  conveyed confidence  in  th e  ab ility  o f  
T ech team s to  fill G ra n t F ield . F or in stan ce , D o d d  “th o u g h t th a t h is T ech team s fo r 
th e  n ex t 10 years w ill be fully capable o f  co m p etin g  strong ly  w ith  the  best team s o n  
th e ir  sch ed u les .”40
In  Ju ly  1963. D o d d  said th a t G eorg ia  T ech sh o u ld  co n s id e r leav ing  th e  SEC 
to  becom e a fo o tb a ll in d e p e n d e n t, w hich  they  d id  in  1964- O th e r  reg io n a l 
in s titu tio n s  w ere also c o n s id e r in g  such  m oves d u r in g  th e  1960s. F o r exam ple, 
T u lan e  had  d e lib e ra ted  such a m ove fro m  th e  SEC in  th e  1950s - M eanw hile , th e  
U n iv ersity  o f  S o u th  C a ro lin a  co n tem p la ted  leaving the  A tlan tic  C oast C o n fe ren ce
S e if r ie d  a n d  K e l lis o n -T h e  M o d e rn iz a tio n  o f  H is to r ic  G ra n t  F ie ld  a t B obby  D o d d  S ta d iu m  * Io 8
(A C C ). In  th e  case o f  S o u th  C a ro lin a , a th le tic  d ire c to r  an d  head  coach Paul 
D ietzel th o u g h t th e  “lu re  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e ” was m o re  attractive  th a n  co n fe ren ce  
affilia tio n  because in d e p e n d e n ts  “w ere free  to  m ake schedu les as they  ch o se” and  
co u ld  m o re  easily secure gam es o n  te lev is io n . In  essence, “in  leav ing  th e  A C C , 
S o u th  C a ro lin a  officials may have en v is io n ed  C o lu m b ia  tu rn in g  in to  S o u th  B end  
o r  H appy  Valley o f  th e  S o u th .”4'1
T ech was s im ila r  to  S o u th  C a ro lin a  in  th a t th e  schoo l d es ired  to  schedu le  attractive 
in te rse c tio n a l fo o tb a ll con tests  capable o f  g en e ra tin g  b ig  gate rece ip ts  an d  
sec u rin g  te lev is io n  appearances to  h e lp  cover th e  g row ing  costs o f  com m ercia lized  
in te rc o lleg ia te  a th le tics . T elev ision  o w n ersh ip  becam e u b iq u ito u s  by th e  e n d  o f 
th e  1950s fo r  h o m es th ro u g h o u t th e  U S. S p o rt o rg an iza tio n s  re sp o n d e d  by b e tte r  
in c o rp o ra t in g  te lev is io n  in to  th e ir  facilities th ro u g h  lig h tin g  changes a n d  press 
b ox  ad d itio n s . Schools g radually  saw th e  en h a n ced  b ra n d  aw areness o ffered  by 
telev ised  sp o rts  as a way to  he lp  in crease  actual o r  rem o te  a tten d a n ce  an d  to  b u ild  a 
p o ten tia lly  la rg e r fan  n a t io n .42
G ra n t  F ie ld  o n  gam eday , c irca  1952- N o te  th e  lig h ts  above th e  p re ss  b o x , w h ic h  was l in e d  w ith  specia l 
a co u s tica l m a te r ia l  to  im p ro v e  b ro a d c a s t c o n d it io n s .  T h e  f ie ld  was re su rfa c e d  to  im p ro v e  th e  d ra in a g e  
system , a n d  w i th in  th e  fac ility  n ew  lo ck e r  ro o m s  w ere  in c o rp o ra te d ,  as w ell as n e w  sp e c ta to r  ra m p s . 
Courtesy o f  Georgia Tech A rchives and  Special Collections (Georgia Tech H istory D igital P ortal).
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W ith  re sp ec t to  academ ics, G eo rg ia  T ech was also like T u lan e . M ore specifically, 
T ech officials c ited  “th e  b a lan ce  o f  fo o tb a ll p o w er has tip p e d  in  favor o f  the  
large ta x -su p p o r te d  in s titu tio n s , especially  th o se  w h ich  have n o t yet h ad  to  face 
th e  p ro b le m  o f  selective ad m issio n s. P rivate  colleges an d  u n iv e rs itie s  th a t still 
co n sis ten tly  ra n k  am o n g  th e  g rid  elite  can be c o u n ted  o n  the  fingers o f  o n e  h a n d .” 
N ext, D o d d ’s a rg u m e n t fo r  leaving the  SEC ce n te red  o n  th e  140 R ule, w hich  
sta ted  all SEC m em b ers  co u ld  have 140 a th le tes u n d e r  sch o la rsh ip  at o n e  tim e 
an d  co u ld  offer u p  to  fo rty -five  sch o larsh ip s  p e r  year in  fo o tb a ll. By co m p ariso n , 
th e  Big T en  h ad  a s im ila r ru le  b u t each schoo l co u ld  on ly  sign u p  to  th ir ty  p layers 
p e r  year. Tech c la im ed  the  140 R ule allow ed fo o tb a ll p ro g ram s to  o v ersp en d  an d  
re c ru it ,  ex ten d  sch o la rsh ip s  to  m o re  p layers th a n  necessary, an d  “ru n  o f f ’ those  
who d id  n o t m eet ex p ecta tio n s. A lth o u g h  all SEC p ro g ram s w ere allow ed to  re c ru it  
u n d e r  th e  sam e ru le s , D o d d  believed  h e  was ob ligated  to  h o n o r  th e  sch o larsh ip s  
o f  h is re c ru its  regard less o f  th e ir  o n -f ie ld  p e r fo rm a n c e . O th e r  SEC p ro g ram s, 
D o d d  arg u ed , w ere ex p lo itin g  th e  140 R ule, leav ing  T ech at a “m a jo r re c ru it in g  
d isadvan tage .” T ech th re a te n e d  to  leave th e  co n fe ren ce  i f  th e  140 R ule was n o t 
re sc in d ed  b u t a su b seq u e n t vote at the  1964 SEC m eetings p ro d u c e d  a sp lit 6-6 
vote, w hich  kep t the  ru le  in  p lace .43
D esp ite  th e  chaos s u r ro u n d in g  th e  SEC an d  g a in in g  in d e p e n d e n c e  in  1964, 
G eorg ia  T ech fo o tb a ll re m a in e d  com petitive  an d  a ttractive fro m  1962 th ro u g h  
1966, w hen  it  was a n n o u n c e d  a new  deck to  th e  w est side o f  th e  s tad iu m  w ou ld  
be ad d ed , p rim arily  to  a ttrac t Tech a lu m n i, m eet the  an tic ip a ted  g row th  in  
s tu d e n t e n ro llm e n ts , an d  address the  needs o f  te lev is io n  p a r tn e rs . For th e  m ed ia  
an d  afflu en t fans o r  a lu m n i, Tech re b u ilt  the  p ress box , w hich  in c lu d e d  a club 
level. L ike p rev io u s ad d itio n s , T ech w an ted  th e  ex p an sio n  to  58,121 seats to  be 
co m p le ted  b e fo re  a s tro n g  h o m e schedu le  an d  to  re in fo rc e  th e  In s t i tu te ’s b e lie f  
th a t G ra n t F ield  was “sig n ifican t c o n tr ib u to r  o f  th e  in s t i tu t io n .” F o r 1967, D o d d  
sch ed u led  h o m e  gam es aga inst n o tab le  schools such  C lem so n , A u b u rn , N o tre  
D am e, an d  G eorg ia—w hich  ex p an d ed  its s tad iu m ’s sea ting  capacity  to  5 9 .2 0 0  
sho rtly  th e re a f te r  in  re sp o n se  to  Tech having  d o n e  so. F in ch , A lexander, B arnes, 
R o th sch ild , an d  Paschal (A tlan ta) designed  th e  $1.9 m illio n  p ro jec t, w hose 
c o n s tru c tio n  c o n tra c t was aw arded  to  V an W inkle an d  C o m pany  o f  A tlan ta . Like 
p rev io u s p ro jec ts  o n  G ra n t F ie ld , fu n d in g  cam e fro m  th e  A th le tic  A sso c ia tio n .44
D esp ite  th e  sig n ifican t im p ro v em en ts  o f  th e  1960s, th e  last n o tab le  changes 
b e fo re  th e  s ta rt o f  th e  1980s took  th e  fo rm s o f  re su rfac in g  o f  th e  co n c re te
Seifried  and  K e lliso n -T h e  M odern iza tion  o f  H isto ric  G ran t Field at Bobby D odd  S tad ium  • IIO
A erial p h o to  fea tu rin g  G ran t F ield  and  som e o f  the G eorgia Tech cam pus, circa 1970. N o te  highway, 
residence halls, an d  o th e r  cam pus bu ild ings, as well as the press box  an d  stad ium  ligh ting . Courtesy o f  
Georgia Tech Archives and  Special Collections (Georgia Tech H istory Digital P ortal).
in f r a s t r u c tu r e ,  a n d  th e  a d d i t io n  o f  a r tif ic ia l  g rass o r  A s t r o T u r f . R e g a rd in g  th e  
c o n c re te  r e s u r fa c in g , G ra n t  F ie ld  e x p e r ie n c e d  d e te r io r a t io n  issu es  f ro m  w a te r  
s e e p in g  in to  e q u ip m e n t  ro o m s  a n d  c o n c e s s io n  s ta n d s  a f te r  severe  r a in s ,  in  so m e  
cases p r o d u c in g  k n e e -h ig h  w a te r. A d d it io n a l  c o n c e rn s  w ere  r e la te d  to  th e  th r e a t  
o f  c o r r o s io n  a n d  cracks th a t  w a te r  seepage  r e p r e s e n te d  f o r  th e  r e in f o r c e d  stee l 
in  th e  c o n c re te  in f r a s t r u c tu r e .  T e c h n o lo g ic a l d e v e lo p m e n ts  by  S u rc o  in  c o n c re te  
re s u r fa c in g  a llo w ed  fixes to  im p ro v e  a n d  p re se rv e  G r a n t  F ie ld  in  1 9 6 8 .45
A rtif ic ia l  t u r f  cam e to  p ro m in e n c e  a f te r  th e  H o u s to n  A s tro d o m e  in s ta l le d  th e  
su rfa c e  in  1 9 6 6 . By 1 9 7 0 , th e  sy n th e tic  su rfa c e  was p o p u la r  w ith  re g io n a l  p e e rs  
in  th e  S E C . A la b a m a , O le  M iss, T e n n e sse e , a n d  V a n d e rb i l t  a ll p lay ed  o n  a r tif ic ia l  
tu r f ,  w h ile  L S U  in s ta l le d  i t  o n  a p ra c tic e  f ie ld . M o st p ro g ra m s  e m p lo y in g  th e  
su rfa c e  v a lu e d  th e  lo w e r m a in te n a n c e  co s t a n d  h ig h  w e a th e r  r e s is ta n c e . O th e r  
p u r p o r te d  b e n e f i ts  in c lu d e d  th e  p o te n t ia l  f o r  d e c re a s in g  in ju r ie s  a n d  g ro w in g
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ag reem en t that  artific ial t u r f  h e lp ed  w ith  the “r e c ru i tm e n t  o f  a th le tes .” Finally, 
it was n o te d  tha t  te levision p a r tn e rs  an d  p h o to g ra p h e rs  o f ten  p re fe r r e d  the 
surface over n a tu ra l  grass because it allowed broadcasts  an d  p h o to s  “to be  m o re  
c o n s is te n t . . . f ro m  the  n o n -v a r iab i l i ty  o f  g reen  co lo r in g .” G eorg ia  Tech co n s id e red  
the  change in  p laying surface as early as 1968, an d  dec ided  to install  the  surface in  
1971 fo r  $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  an d  d id  so again in  I9 7 9 -46
By the en d  o f  1970s, the lack o f  an tic ipa ted  success as an in d e p e n d e n t  and  financial 
p ro d u c t io n  (tickets sold, club seating sales, and  a lu m n i gifts) f ro m  the investm ents 
m ade to upgrade G ra n t  Field over the decade led to an  athletics p ro g ram  that was 
nearly b a n k ru p t  and  a football  s tad ium  that was o u t -o f -d a te  com pared  to regional 
peers . Georgia Tech athletics’ o th e r  p rob lem s inc luded : i)  a lack o f  rivalries they 
once enjoyed as a m e m b er  o f  the SEC; 2) a grow ing n u m b e r  o f  losses an d  the 
resu ltan t decline in  payouts f ro m  bowl games; 3) som e o f  the lowest fu n d ra is in g  
levels in  the South; an d  4) a football g rad u a tio n  rate that  was ju s t  38 percen t .  In  the 
end , Tech d id  n o t  t u rn  in to  the N o tre  D am e o r  P en n  State o f  the S o u th .47
Many a lu m n i  agreed the  move f ro m  the SEC was a mistake, an d  tha t  th e re  was a 
n ee d  to  refocus o n  academics an d  to im prove  the quality  an d  in tens ity  o f  football 
rivalries. For example, A tlan ta  e n t r e p re n e u r  and  fo rm e r  Tech football  cap ta in  
Taz A n d e rs o n  suggested, “We lost som e great rivalries we had .  We played A labam a 
an d  A u b u rn .  We played LSU; that  was a great rivalry. T ennessee  was a b ig  rivalry.” 
A n o th e r  Tech graduate , arch itect  M itchell G in n ,  added  Tech lost n a t io n a l  prestige 
after leaving the  SEC, as ev idenced  by co m p ar in g  s tad ium  a t tendance  to e n ro l lm e n t  
an d  a lu m n i  growth. In  1963, Tech had  an  e n ro l lm e n t  o f  s ix ty-three  h u n d r e d  and  
had  fifty th o u san d  living a lu m n i ,  b u t  average football  a t tendance  was low er in 
1 9 8 0 —despite  the fact that  e n ro l lm e n t  a n d  living a lu m n i  had  d o u b led .  To address 
these academ ic an d  athletic concerns ,  Tech exp lored  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a n d  eventually 
j o in e d  the  sev e n -m em b er  A tlan tic  Coast C o n fe ren ce  (A C C ) on  A p r i l  3, 1978 .48
D ue to p r io r  schedu ling  co m m itm en ts ,  Tech could  n o t  play football  in  the  A C C  
u n t i l  1983. T h is  t r a n s i t io n  p e r io d  likely in sp ired  several academ ic an d  athletic 
renovations  to G ra n t  Field. B eg in n in g  in  1982, Tech renovated  G ra n t  Field by 
insta lling  new scoreboards  that  offered  e lec tron ic  m essaging capable o f  im p ro v in g  
crowd in te ra c t io n  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  an d  in fo rm a t io n  t ran sm it ta l ,  which m ade fo r  a 
b e t te r  overall spec ta ting  experience .  Next, the A r th u r  B. Edge J r .  In terco lleg ia te  
Athletics C e n te r  o p en e d  in  the  n o r th ea s t  c o rn e r  o f  the s tad ium  to en h an ce
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ath le tic  experiences an d  s tu d e n t-a th le te  academ ic services. D esigned  by R o b ert 
an d  C om pany, the  6 5 ,0 0 0 - s q u a re  fo o t Edge C e n te r  cost $ 7  m illio n  an d  h o u sed  
th e  fo o tb a ll locker ro o m  an d  eq u ip m en t, a th le tic  tra in in g  facilities, an d  a display 
lobby  show casing G eorg ia T ech ’s foo tball ach ievem ents. O th e r  space in  th e  facility 
su p p o rte d  offices fo r  fo o tb a ll an d  o th e r  sp o rts’ coaching  staffs, a th le tic  d e p a rtm e n t 
a d m in is tra to rs , an d  a d in in g  hall. Finally, th e  facility  in c o rp o ra te d  th e  A n d rew  
H e a rn  A cadem ic C en te r, a 5 ,0 0 0 - s q u a re  fo o t space designed  to  su p p o rt s tu d e n t-  
a th le te  academ ic services. A cco rd in g  to  Tech, the  H e a rn  A cadem ic C e n te r  was the 
firs t o f  its k in d  in  the NCAA, an d  was fu n d e d  w ith o u t p u b lic  m o n ies . D o n a tio n s  
fro m  a lu m n i w ere th e  sole source o f  fu n d in g , w ith  th e  m ost n o tab le  gifts com ing  
fro m  a lu m n i A r th u r  B. Edge J r . ,  p re s id e n t an d  C E O  o f  Callaway M ills tex tiles, an d  
A n d rew  H e a rn , fo u n d e r  o f  C o m p U -tro l co m p u te rs. O verall, it is clear th e  Edge 
C e n te r  signaled  th e  u n iv ers ity ’s co m m itm en t to  e n su r in g  s tu d e n t-a th le te  success 
in  th e  A C C , n o t  on ly  th ro u g h  its s ta te -o f - th e -a r t  p e rfo rm an c e  facilities, b u t also 
th ro u g h  its academ ic su p p o rt services. Such activity also aligned  w ith  the  re p u ta tio n  
o f  o th e r  A C C  peers th a t w ere also recogn ized  as to p - t ie r  academ ic in s t i tu t io n s .49
Follow ing  a g en e ro u s  g ift by E d n a  W ardlaw  to  h o n o r  h e r  la te  h u sb an d  W illiam , the  
7 0 ,0 0 0 - s q u a re  fo o t W illiam  C . W ardlaw  C e n te r  o p en ed  in  1988 a fte r th e  so u th  
en d  zone was razed . T h e  W ardlaw  C e n te r  p ro v id ed  th e  newly re n am ed  G ra n t F ield  
at B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  w ith  a varie ty  o f  am en ities  th e  facility  d id  n o t p rev iously  
possess, w h ich  im p ro v ed  its status am o n g  co n fe ren ce  p ee rs . F or in s tan ce , a lth o u g h  
capacity was re d u ced  to  fo rty -s ix  th o u sa n d  seats, fo u r te e n  lux u ry  su ites o r  skyboxes 
w ere ad d ed  to  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m . P rem iu m  seats w ere designed  to  a ttra c t the 
a tte n tio n  o f  w ea lth ie r d o n o rs  an d  bu sin ess  lead ers w illin g  to  pay h ig h e r p rices 
fo r  th e  p restig e  a n d  social value o f  the  su ites. T h e  revenues g en e ra ted  fro m  suites 
cou ld  in  tu rn  be  used  fo r  o th e r  p ro g ram m atic  an d  in fra s tru c tu ra l  im p ro v em en ts  
at the  un iversity . N ext, W ardlaw  C e n te r  c o n s tru c tio n  in c lu d e d  new  offices fo r  th e  
a th le tic  d e p a rtm e n t a d m in is tra to rs  an d  im p ro v ed  b ro ad cas t space fo r  te lev is io n  
p a r tn e rs , a lo n g  w ith  p h o to g rap h y  s tud ios fo r  th e  m ed ia . F or s tu d e n t-a th le te s , a 
new  s ta te -o f - th e -a r t  fitness an d  w eight tra in in g  com plex  was ad d ed , along  w ith  the  
in s ta lla tio n  o f  new  artific ia l tu r f .  F inally, th e  F ran k  G ordy  D in in g  R oom  p ro v id ed  
sea ting  fo r  up  to  120 fo r  s tu d en t-a th le te s  an d  to  h o s t o th e r  b an q u e t o r  ce le b ra tio n  
events fo r  th e  schoo l. L ike th e  o th e r  d o n o rs  o f  th is  decade, F ran k  G ord y  was an  
a lu m n u s o f  G eorg ia  Tech, b u t was also d is tin c t as th e  fo u n d e r  o f  A tla n ta ’s p o p u la r  
V arsity  re s ta u ra n ts .50
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A fte r a decade in  w hich the  Y ellow jackets am assed a 4 ,3 -6 4 -4  re co rd  an d  only 
o n e  bowl b e r th  (the 1985 A ll-A m erican  Bowl), G eorg ia Tech re tu rn e d  to  foo tball 
relevance in  1990 th ro u g h  im p ro v ed  p erfo rm an ces an d  re c ru itin g  classes fo ste red  
by the  im proved  facilitates. L ed by head  coach Bobby Ross, Tech g en e ra ted  a top  
tw enty-five re c ru itin g  class in  1 9 8 9  an d  fin ish ed  the  1 9 9 0  season as D iv ision  I-F B S ’s 
only  u n d efea ted  team  an d  the  United Press International coaches p o ll n a tio n a l cham pions. 
W ith  th is  success, a th le tic  d irec to r H o m e r Rice an d  m em bers o f  th e  A lex an d er- 
T h a rp e  F u n d  refocused  o n  fu n d ra is in g . T h e  A lex a n d er-T h arp e  F und  was in itia lly  
created  in  1949 to  help  ra ise  m o n ies  fo r  s tu d en t-a th le te s  an d  to  “a ttrac t th e  best 
s tu d en ts  to  T ech ”—n o t ju s t  s tu d en t-a th le te s—by im p ro v in g  facilities, endow ing  
scho larsh ips, and  o ffering  ca reer services. R egard ing  B obby D o d d  S tad ium , Rice 
firs t expressed to  P res id en t J o h n  Patrick  C rec in e  h is view th a t new  luxury  suites and  
m u lti-u se  club spaces w ere n eed ed  o n  b o th  gamedays an d  non-gam edays to  keep u p  
w ith , an d  po ten tia lly  get ahead  of, p ee r in s titu tio n s  in  th e  A C C . T h is observation  
u n d e rsco red  the  u n iv ers ity ’s re co g n itio n  th a t con ference  an d  reg iona l rivals could  
gain  advantages i f  Tech fa iled  to  renovate . Second, Rice a rgued  th a t it was “tim e to  
rew ork  o u r  concessions, p articu la rly  in  the  West stands. P rofits fro m  the  concessions 
can be app lied  to  the  f in an c in g  o f  th e  p ro je c t.” T h ird , Rice exp lained  th a t he 
was co n fid en t n am in g  righ ts cou ld  be sold  fo r the p re s id e n t’s box  an d  press box, 
possib ly  $1 m illio n , each fro m  ten  $100,000 d o n a tio n s , an d  o th e r spaces such as 
the  re c ru itin g  b o o th s , T V /rad io  boxes, an d  the  head  coach ’s b o x .51
W ith  resp ec t to  lu x u ry  su ites an d  club spaces, m any u n iv e rs itie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  
S o u th  b egan  to  ren o v ate  th e ir  ow n h is to r ic  venues to  in c o rp o ra te  those  special 
sea ting  o p p o r tu n itie s  an d  d id  so p rim a rily  th ro u g h  fin an c ia l assistance em an a tin g  
fro m  th e ir  a th le tic  assoc ia tions o r fo u n d a tio n s . L u xury  su ites an d  club seats w ere 
attractive  because th e  rev en u e  they  p ro d u c e d  specifically p ro v id ed  “u n iv e rs itie s  
w ith  an  exclusive, h ig h -d o lla r  rev en u e  stream  th a t th a t flow ed en tire ly  to  
them selves; it  was n o t d ilu te d  th ro u g h  N C A A  co n tro l, co n fe ren ce  re v e n u e ­
sh a rin g  m ech an ism s, o r  th e  p ec u lia ritie s  o f  in d iv id u a l gam e c o n tra c ts .” A th le tic  
assoc ia tions an d  fo u n d a tio n s  w ere im p o rta n t because u n iv e rs itie s  also o ften  
u sed  sp o rtin g  con tests  to  assist g en era l u n iv ers ity  a n d  a th le tics  giving cam paigns. 
U n iv ers itie s  also feared  fu tu re  gifts m ig h t be re d u ced  i f  th e ir  school d id  n o t 
p ro v id e  h ig h -p ro f ile  d o n o rs , a lu m n i, o r  businesses th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  be co u r te d  
an d  th e  chance to  p ro m o te  th e ir  co m m itm e n t to  th e  schoo l. O th e r  tang ib le  
b en efits  capable o f  p u b lic iz in g  th e ir  b u sinesses, like signage an d  n am in g  rig h ts , 
w ere also increasing ly  d es ired  by such d o n o rs .52
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G eorg ia  T ech ’s answ er to  th e  concessions, lu x u ry  su ites, a n d  c lu b -se a tin g  b u ild in g  
b o o m  involved  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  b o th  th e  B ill M oore  S tu d e n t Success C e n te r  and  
th e  H o m e r  R ice C e n te r  fo r  S p o rt P e rfo rm an ce . T h e  M oore C e n te r  o p en e d  in  
1992 fo llow ing  th e  effo rts o f  b o th  Rice a n d  P re s id en t C rec in e  to  create  a w o rld - 
class academ ic su p p o r t  facility  an d  fo o tb a ll s tad iu m  capable o f  re c ru it in g  the  
b est ad m in is tra tiv e  staff, coaches, an d  players to  T ech. A lu m n u s B ill M oore  
d o n a te d  $5 m ill io n  fo r  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  facility  o n  th e  west side o f  th e  stad iu m . 
G e n era l re n o v a tio n s  to  th e  east co n co u rse  in c lu d e d  im p ro v in g  re s tro o m s an d  
co n cessio n  stan d s. In s id e  th e  M oore C en te r, new  offices w ere b u ilt  fo r  th e  Tech 
a d m in is tra tio n  a n d  fin an c ia l a id . N ex t, th e  Roy R ich ard s Festival area p ro v id ed  
a u n iq u e  set o f  co n cessio n  stands w ith  th e  “m o tif  o f  U n d e rg ro u n d  A tla n ta ” and  
a d eco r th a t w o u ld  “le n d  to  a new  a tm o sp h ere  o f  ex c item en t an d  c o m fo r t.” A lso 
in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  M oore C e n te r—m o re  specifically th e  R ichards Festival 
space—was th e  G eorg ia  T ech L e tte rw in n e rs  C lu b . Finally, th e  M oore C e n te r  
im p o rta n tly  ad d ed  th e  F if th -D o w n  C lub  an d  th ir ty -tw o  executive su ites, w hich  
in c lu d e d  the  b u ild in g  o f fo u r  p re s id e n t’s suites an d  two p re ssro o m s. Like the 
W ardlaw  C en te r, T ech en v is io n ed  th e  M oore C e n te r  b e in g  o p en  ab o u t 150 
days a year to  b en e fit o u ts id e  g ro u p s seeking u n iq u e  social an d  b u sin ess  activity 
ex p erien ces  because o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  v en u e  an d  its lo c a t io n .53
By th e  s ta rt o f  th e  I 993~94 academ ic year, T ech ’s g ra d u a tio n  ra te  h ad  so ared  to 
85 p e rc e n t because o f  th e  H e a rn  C en te r, b u t calls to  m o d e rn iz e  B obby D o d d  
S tad iu m  an d  T ech a th le tics  c o n tin u e d . As an  exam ple , th e  a rtific ia l tu r f  in s ta lled  
in  1988 was rep laced  in  1995 w ith  p re s c r ip tio n  a th le tic  grass fo r  $1 m illio n . In  
a m e m o ra n d u m  to  C rec in e , R ice w ro te  th a t grass m a in ten an c e  costs w ou ld  only  
add  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a year to  th e  a th le tics  b u d g e t. F u r th e rm o re , R ice a rg u ed  th e  new  
surface  was necessary  because a rtific ia l t u r f  “h in d e rs  o u r  re c ru it in g  p rocess in  
fo o tb a ll a n d  is u sed  aga inst us by o u r  [ACC an d  reg iona l] co m p e tito rs  who all 
now  have grass. T h e  in ju ry  facto r, a lth o u g h  n o t d o cu m en te d , w ill be u sed  against 
anyone  m a in ta in in g  an  a rtific ia l su rface .” O th e r  changes w ere m ade to  ex p an d  the  
capacity o f  th e  H e a rn  A cadem ic C e n te r  a fte r $271, OOO in  p ledges w ere co llec ted  
an d  m atch ed  by th e  G eorg ia  T ech F o u n d a tio n ’s $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  co m m itm e n t. A lth o u g h  
these w ere m in o r  changes, m a jo r changes to  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  w ere o n  the 
h o r iz o n  because space fo r ex p an sio n  was ava ilab le .54
A d jo in in g  th e  Edge A th le tic  C en te r, th e  $8 m ill io n  H o m e r  R ice C e n te r  fo r  S p o rt 
P e rfo rm an ce  p ro v id ed  twelve executive su ites fo r  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  fo llow ing
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an  in itia l  g ift, th is  tim e  $ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  fro m  an  an o n y m o u s d o n o r . T h e  p rim ary  
p u rp o se  o f  th e  4 4 >0 0 0 ~sclu a re  fo o t R ice C e n te r  was to  en h an ce  s tu d e n t-a th le te  
p e rfo rm a n c e , p ro v id e  ad d itio n a l space fo r  the  fo o tb a ll staff, an d  o ffer ex tra  sea ting  
am en ities  fo r  s tu d en ts . T h e  R ice C e n te r  o p en e d  in  1996 , a n d  im p o rta n tly  o ffered  
“re c re a tio n a l an d  fitness o p p o r tu n itie s  to  th e  e n tire  G eorg ia  T ech co m m u n ity  
in  an  area o f  th e  cam pus w here cu rre n tly  facilities o f  th is  n a tu re  do n o t ex is t.” 
W ith in  th e  R ice C en te r, th e  G eorge W. M athew s J r .  A th le tic  H eritag e  C e n te r  was 
estab lish ed  to  p reserve an d  p ro m o te  the  h is to ry  o f  G eorg ia  T ech a th le tics . In sid e  
th e  H e ritag e  C en te r, m em o ra b ilia  an d  tro p h ie s  sit am ongst in te rac tiv e  displays an d  
video  kiosks to  e n te r ta in  an d  educate  v is ito rs  ab o u t Tech an d  its a th le tics  h isto ry . 
G eorge W. M athew s J r .  p layed fo o tb a ll u n d e r  b o th  W illiam  A lex an d er an d  B obby 
D o d d ; he  la te r  fo u n d e d  th e  In te rm e t C o rp o ra tio n , w hich  p ro v id ed  th e  fu n d s  to  
b u ild  th e  H eritag e  C e n te r  a fte r M athew s’s re tire m e n t in  I 994 -55
R eg ard in g  a th le te  p e rfo rm a n c e , th e  o rig in a l p ro p o sa l fo r  th e  R ice C e n te r  
suggested  T ech was in te re s te d  in  b u ild in g  a n d  u tiliz in g  sp o rt m ed ic in e  an d  
exercise physiology labs. Specialists at th e  facility  use m o d e rn  sp o rts  an d  m edical 
tech n o lo g y  to  co llect data o n  in d iv id u a l a th le tes to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e ir  u n iq u e  
“b lu e p r in t” to  custom ize a w o rk o u t reg im en  specific to  th e ir  sp o rt, p o s itio n , 
o r  jo b  ro le . O verall, six clin ics w ork  to g e th e r to  achieve th is  ob jective fo r  Tech 
A th le tics  an d  to  service the  A tla n ta -a re a  co m m unity . T h e  clin ics su p p o rt spo rts  
m ed ic in e , sp o rts  physiology, an d  v is io n  d e p a rtm en ts , a lo n g  w ith  sp o rts  psychology 
an d  m o tio n  analysis. Finally, a n u t r i t io n  c lin ic  sits n ex t to  th e  Edge C e n te r ’s 
a th le tic  d in in g  h a l l .56
In  o rd e r  to  b e t te r  com ply w ith  ch an g in g  te lev is io n  s tan d a rd s  an d  technology , a 
new  lig h tin g  system  was ad d ed  d u r in g  th e  su m m er o f  1998- R auna F u lle r, d ire c to r  
o f  a d m in is tra tio n  an d  facilities fo r  th e  G eorg ia  T ech A th le tic  A sso cia tio n , a rg u ed  
th is  was necessary  because “th e  c u r re n t  fie ld  lig h tin g  has n o t  b ee n  u p d a te d ...a s  
lo n g  as 3 0  y ea rs ,” an d  d e te r io ra te d  w irin g  th re a te n e d  th e  p ow er in  th e  facility. As 
a p a r t  o f  th e  u p d a te , T ech u p g ra d ed  th e  vo lt p ow er d is tr ib u tio n  system  to 2 0  kV 
in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  th e  re st o f  th e  u n iv ers ity  em b rac in g  th e  2 0  kV system . O verall, 
“T h is  rep la cem e n t w o u ld  p ro v id e  an  o p tio n  fo r  an  a lte rn a te  sou rce  o f  e lec tric  
supp ly  to  b o th  th e  east an d  west s tands, as well as th e  Edge B u ild in g ” to  m eet th e ir  
n eed s a n d  th a t o f  p o te n tia l  te lev is io n  p a r tn e r s .57 In  2 0 0 1 , P re s id en t G . W ayne 
C lo u g h  em phasized  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  te lev is io n  by sta ting , “Televised a th le tic  
events p ro v id e  th e  on ly  o p p o r tu n ity  th a t m ost A m erican s have to  catch a g lim pse o f
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o u r  cam pus an d  fo rm  an  im p re ss io n  o f  o u r  in s t itu t io n . So it is im p o rta n t to  have a 
facility  th a t n o t on ly  serves th e  needs o f  o u r  team  an d  o u r  fans, b u t also showcases 
G eorg ia Tech in  a positive  l ig h t.”58
T h o u g h  its lan d lo ck ed  p o s itio n  in  M id tow n  p ro h ib i te d  s ig n ifican t ex p an sio n s, 
d iscu ssio n  o f  a n o th e r  re n o v a tio n  to  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  to  m atch  o r  stay ahead  
o f  A C C  peers to o k  place in  th e  early  2 0 0 0 s .59 T ech officials so u g h t to  rep lace  the  
east s tands an d  level th e  n o r th  stands fo r  a new  s tru c tu re  to  h o ld  u p  to  eleven 
th o u sa n d  seats. T h e  new  $ 6 0  m illio n  n o r th  e n d  zone sec tio n  w ou ld  in c lu d e  
th e  ad d itio n  o f  lu x u ry  su ites an d  w ou ld  serve as a b rid g e  b etw een  th e  east an d  
west stands, w hile s im u ltan eo u sly  in c reas in g  capacity fro m  eight th o u sa n d  to  
te n  th o u sa n d  seats. In  J a n u a ry  2 0 0 1 , G eorg ia  Tech selected  H O K  S p o rts  as 
th e  a rch itec t an d  T u rn e r  C o n s tru c tio n  in  A tlan ta  to  co m p le te  th e  B obby D o d d  
re n o v a tio n  p ro je c t. Phase O n e  o f  the  p ro jec t began  in  D ecem b er 2 0 0 1  w ith  the  
c rea tio n  o f  p e rm a n e n t re s tro o m s an d  concessions, as well as new  b leach ers  in  the  
so u th  e n d  zo n e . F or Phase Two, in  2 0 0 2 ,  T ech in s ta lle d  new  ch a ir  backs fo r  the  
east club sec tio n  an d  a n a tu ra l grass fie ld . C hanges to  th e  grass fie ld  ce n te red  on  
im p ro v in g  th e  d ra in ag e  system  an d  sh iftin g  th e  fie ld  n o r th  to  accom m odate  the  
c o n s tru c tio n  o f  sea ting  ad d ed  to  th e  W ardlaw  B u ild in g . T h e  th ird  phase  o f  the  
p ro je c t in c lu d e d  th e  7 > 0 0 0 -sq u a re  fo o t K im  K in g  L ocker R oom  fo r  fo o tb a ll, a 
3 ,3 0 0 -s q u a re  fo o t p layers’ lo u n g e , an d  new  offices fo r  th e  fo o tb a ll staff. O th e r  
Phase 3 changes involved  th e  a d d itio n  o f  te n  new  lu x u ry  su ites to  th e  n o r th  en d  
zone an d  a m ed ia  ro o m  p r io r  to  th e  2 0 0 3  season . T h e  lu x u ry  su ite  ad d itio n  also 
n o tab ly  p ro m p te d  the  u p d a tin g  o f  tw enty  su ites o n  th e  east side o f  th e  stad iu m  an d  
th e  c rea tio n  o f  th e  H e ism an  C lub  R oom . T h e  ch a ir backs o f  2 ,0 4 0  seats betw een  
th e  tw enty-five yard  lin es  w ere also u p g ra d ed  at th is  tim e , w hile th e  so u th  e n d  zone 
sea ting  capacity  in c reased  by 2 ,9 7 0 -6°
W ith  an  overall capacity  o f  fifty-five th o u san d , G eorg ia  T ech was still n o t d o n e  
im p ro v in g  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m . In  th e  su m m er o f  2 0 0 9 ,  SG  C o n tra c tin g  was 
selected  to  b u ild  new  offices an d  a m ark e tin g  su ite  fo r  G eorg ia  T ech ’s p a r tn e r  ISP 
S p o rts . D esigned  by P o p u lo u s, th e  offices an d  m ark e tin g  su ite  re q u ire d  the  raz ing  
o f  six ex isting  lu x u ry  su ites. T h e  sev en ty -fiv e -p e rso n  ISP  S ports  su ite  in te g ra te d  a 
fu ll service b a r  an d  fo o d  service area, am ong  o th e r  am en itie s . O th e r  ren o v a tio n s  at 
th is  tim e  also invo lved  th e  rep la cem e n t o f  th e  so u n d  system  a n d  th e  in c o rp o ra t io n  
o f  a new  2 ,4 0 0 —1square fo o t v id eo b o ard  above th e  so u th  e n d  zone , at a cost o f 
ab o u t $4-5  m ill io n .61
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T h e  last s ig n ifican t ren o v a tio n s, p r io r  to  th e  a n n o u n c e d  five-year p la n  an d  $125 
m ill io n  ren o v a tio n s  to  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m , o cc u rre d  in  2 0 l6 .  In  th e  so u th  en d  
zone , a new  v id eo b o ard  o ffered  34  p e rc e n t h ig h e r  re so lu tio n  th a n  th e  v id eo b o ard  
it rep laced . N ex t, new  LED r ib b o n  b o a rd s  w ere secu red  to  w rap a ro u n d  the  
s ta d iu m ’s in te r io r  to  en h an ce  the  c o m m u n ica tio n  o f  in fo rm a tio n  to sp ec ta to rs  an d  
to  im p ro v e  s tad iu m  in te ra c tio n  w ith  b o th  th e  event a n d  gam e/facility  sp o n so rs .
F o r a tten d ees , W i-F i an d  cell p h o n e  service was also im p ro v ed  an d  th e  S tin g e r 
Seats—cu sto m ized  w a te rp ro o f  seats m ade o f  h ig h  d en sity  foam —w ere ad d ed  to  b o th  
ch a ir-b ack  an d  b en c h -se a tin g  areas. F inally , th e  n u m b e r  o f  co n cessio n  stands o n  
th e  n o r th  m ezzan in e  level was in c reased  fo r  th e  b en e fit o f  a tten d ees , as w ell as 
co n cessio n  e q u ip m e n t to  im p ro v e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  fo o d  o p tio n s  available o n  th e  
west side. F inally, re s tro o m  co n d itio n s  w ere im p ro v ed  th ro u g h  th e  a d d itio n  o f 
baby ch an g in g  s ta tio n s .62
As the  o ld est fo o tb a ll s tad iu m  in  D iv is io n  I-F B S , G ra n t F ield  at B obby D o d d  
S tad iu m  has u n d e rg o n e  a n u m b e r  o f  a lte ra tio n s  an d  ren o v a tio n s  u n d e r  the  
scope o f  m o d e rn iz a tio n  to  becom e a m em o rab le  facility. L ike m any  o th e r  college 
fo o tb a ll s tad ium s b u ilt  in  th e  early  i g O O s,  G ra n t F ie ld  was o rig in a lly  co n s tru c te d  
in  re sp o n se  to  in c re as in g  p o p u la r  an d  co m m erc ia l in te re s t  in  college fo o tb a ll, 
an d  to  h e lp  su p p o rt th e  a th le tics an d  re c re a tio n a l p u rsu its  o f  th e  re g u la r s tu d e n t 
body. F o r fo o tb a ll, g ra n d s ta n d  sea tin g  was im p o r ta n t  to  g en e ra te  gate rece ip ts . As 
was b e in g  le a rn e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  U S, u n iv e rs ity  a d m in is tra to rs  fo u n d  en c lo sed  
stad ium s re q u ir in g  tick e ted  en try  co u ld  p ro d u c e  s ig n ifican t eco n o m ic  w indfa lls  fo r 
th e ir  a th le tics  p ro g ram s, w hich  they  co u ld  also use to  su p p o rt academ ic p ro g ram s 
an d  o th e r  u n iv e rs ity  c o n s tru c tio n . A t G eorg ia  Tech, co m m erc ia l in te re s t  in  
fo o tb a ll co in c id ed  w ith  r is in g  e n ro llm e n ts  ( re su ltin g  in  an  in flu x  o f  u n iv ers ity  
a lu m n i) a n d  p o p u la tio n  grow th  in  m e tro  A tlan ta  an d  the  state. T h is  d em o g rap h ic  
change g radually  m ade ea r lie r  T ech fo o tb a ll sites u n d e rs iz e d  an d  o u tm o d ed .
A fte r in itia l co n s tru c tio n , su b seq u en t ad d itio n s  an d  m o d ifica tio n s at G ra n t F ield  
o ccu rred  sem i-reg u la rly  fo llow ing  n a tio n a l an d  reg io n a l tre n d s  to  fu r th e r  capitalize 
o n  g row ing  en ro llm en ts  and  the  A tlan ta  m arket. O fte n  designed  an d  co n stru c ted  
by local en g in ee rs , arch itects , an d  co n tra c to rs  w ith  G eorg ia Tech ties, m any o f  the  
a lte ra tio n s  to  th e  s tad iu m  re flected  chan g in g  sp ec ta to r p re fe ren ces  an d  o ffered  
im p ro v ed  s tu d e n t-a th le te - re la te d  su p p o rt services o r  spaces. F o r G eorg ia Tech 
a d m in is tra to rs , m o re  seats m ean t an  increase  in  spec ta to rs, w hich  led  to  h ig h e r gate 
rece ip ts . B u rg eo n in g  success in  th e  fo rm  o f  w in n in g  seasons an d  co n fe ren ce  an d
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n a tio n a l ch am p io n sh ip s , how ever, p ro m p te d  ad d itio n a l calls by various stakeho lder 
g ro u p s fo r  im p ro v ed  stad iu m  am en ities . Press box  an d  techno logy  up d ates  fo r 
m ed ia  p a r tn e rs  an d  skyboxes fo r  alum s an d  local b usiness leaders w ere co n stru c ted , 
in  ad d itio n  to  locker ro o m  ren o v a tio n s, concession  s tan d  ad d itio n s , an d  new  
sco reb o ard s. T h ese  changes also h e lp ed  T ech keep pace w ith  co n fe ren ce  an d  
reg io n a l rivals. L a te r in  the  facility ’s h istory , new  su p p o rt facilities in  a ren am ed  
B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  served n o t on ly  the  academ ic needs o f  Tech s tu d en ts  and  
s tu d e n t-a th le te s , b u t also the  p o p u la tio n  o f  the  m e tro p o lita n  A tlan ta  area th ro u g h  a 
variety  o f  ed u ca tio n , h ea lth , an d  re c re a tio n  o p p o rtu n itie s  an d  services.
Finally, as B obby D o d d  S tad iu m  grew, changes to  th e  s tad iu m  becam e m o re  
specia lized , w hich  h e lp ed  th e  v en u e  develop in to  a c o n tem p o ra ry  college fo o tb a ll 
s tad iu m  b u t re m a in  u n iq u e  am o n g  stadia at p e e r in s titu tio n s . In  its m o re  th a n  one  
h u n d re d -y e a r  h isto ry , th e  stad iu m  has becom e in te r tw in e d  w ith  a n u m b e r  o f  r ich  
n a rra tiv es , in c lu d in g  th o se  associa ted  w ith  ico n ic  nam es like H e ism an , in im itab le  
tra d it io n s , a n d  ce leb ra ted  riv a lrie s . T h ese  custom s, co u p led  w ith  th e  e n d u r in g  
legacy o f  B obby D o d d  S tad iu m , c o n tr ib u te  to  G eorg ia  T ech ’s re p u ta tio n  fo r  having  
am o n g  th e  m ost h is to ric , yet m o d e rn , s ta te -o f - th e -a r t  sp o rtin g  facilities an d  
in s titu tio n s  in  th e  S o u th .
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